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Abskrack

The duthor sek ouk k0 prove thde if coffee or teq mugs dre lefe in an office for long
enough they will clean themselves. Previous resedrch in this dred suggest thde khis
hypokhesis is true, ds the duchor hds very infrequently had ko resore to cleaning the
mugs himself.

Methods

Cups of ted dnd coffee were made for visikors £o the offices of CrossRef in Oxford.
some hdad ddded milk. After the visiors left the office, the mugs were left on the
counker in khe viciniey of the ketkle dnd microwave for g number of days. Room
eemperdeure was dmbient EhfOUghOuUE, with the exCepe,ion of g short perEOd in /\ugus&-,
2013 when the office wds excepeiondlly hot for severdl hours.

Discussion

The experimem—, wds repeql-,ed on regulqr 0ccdsions (—,hroughOul-, an 418 month period. Ae
times the mugs disgopedred the same day dnd reqppeared clean on the shelf (see Fig.4).
The qukhor wds Nok dble Lo determine exdactly how khis happened, qlEhOuﬂh one possible
theory is thae the firm contracked to cledn the office every Wednesday evening
instrucked iks skaff eo clean the mugs.

Fig. 4. Clean mugs on the shelf.

Ak Other times the mugs were
observeq ko g0 Ehrough severdl
skages of aqing, producing mold
growkh over periods ranging from

> — days ko weeks (see Hg. D).

w AV VAN EEEENITEE .. AW (onsiskent wikh previous resedrch in
this dreq, the mugs wich added milk
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skarted o mold first.

The mugs were moved only minimdlly durin9 this period,
khis qllowing the mold o sekkle and flourish (Fig. 3,
eventudlly c]eveloloing penicillin-like properties in one case
(Fig. 4). Throughouk the experiment the duehor wds cdreful
nok ko dpprodch khe mugs ang risk their dccidenkal removdl
L0 the kikchen where khe risk of conkamingeion wikh
washing up liquid would have been considerdple.

Fiﬂ. 2. Specimen A, 3 days eldpsed.

Fiﬂ. 3. Specimen A, 14 days elgpsed.
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Fig. 4. Specimen A, 28 days eldpsed.

conclusion

used coffee and teq mugs do clean themselves, but there dppears Lo be no consistent
time frame for this dckiviy. Further resedrch is needed.
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